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Preservation Basics Series: Held at Historic 

Ithaca, 212 Center Street.  The 30-minute classes 

begin at 11 am and 2pm. $5 suggested donation. 

August 22 ï ñThe Evolution of Home and Street 

Lightingò 

September 19 ï ñWeatherization for Older Homes: 

Getting Ready for Fallò 

October 17 ï ñBurial Grounds of Tompkins Countyò 

November 21 - ñWhat Style Is It? Common Architec-

tural Styles in Tompkins County  ñ 

Saturday, September 12 :  Timber framing 

workshop with Rick Lazarus, at Historic Ithaca 212 

Center Street, time TBA 

Saturday, October 24 : Barn Conference in 

partnership with the New York State Barn Coalition.  

Location and time TBA 

Saturday October 31 : Annual Halloween Tour 

of the Ithaca City Cemetery, 11am, $8 admission/$5 

for friends of HI.   Cider and donuts served at the 

conclusion of the tour. 

November: Carpentry 101 workshop to be held in 

the Conservation Laboratory.  Details TBA. 

Donôt forget the third Friday of each month 

is Free Friday at Significant Elements, with 

overstocked materials available for free!  

Mark Your Calendar : Historic Ithacaôs Upcoming Events 

Partici-

pants in 

last fallôs 

Barn Fair 

tour a local 

barn  
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Dear Friend, 

   Within the pages of this newsletter, you will learn about the many changes that have   

occurred in the past months at Historic Ithaca and our plans for the future of the organi-

zation. 

   Since 1968, HI has been responsible for saving many of our most cherished and signifi-

cant landmarks buildings.  Today we are working to secure and strengthen the organiza-

tionôs future.   

   As you probably know already, Historic Ithacaôs flagship buildings, the Clinton House 

and the State Theater, were sold earlier this year to eliminate a sizeable debt that was   

incurred over our long but successful effort to restore and operate the State. Historic 

Ithaca is now located at 212 Center Street, in the building that houses our Significant   

Elements architectural salvage program.  The Southside is a wonderful neighborhood 

which we are pleased to be part of. 

   With the worst of this crisis behind us, although we are not out of the woods yet, we 

have begun to rebuild our preservation programs and refocus on our mission to educate 

and advocate for the places that matter in our community. I think you will agree that the 

important preservation victories Historic Ithaca has accomplished make it vital that the 

organization survives and thrives in order to continue its good work.    

   In planning for the future, the board and staff have been exploring our past.  We have 
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Mission Statement 
Historic Ithaca acts to 
preserve and sustain 
the legacy of the built 

environment in Tomp-
kins County and the 
Finger Lakes region. 

Acting to Preserve Tompkins Countyôs Architectural Heritage 

The Significant Elements building gets a facelift  

Volume 42, Spring 2009  

To see a color  

version of our  

newsletter, visit   

www.historicithaca.org/

newsletter  

Last fall, board members, staff, and volunteers pitched in to repaint and re -plant the storefront and library 

entrances to our new headquarters at 212 Center Street 

Continued on page 2 
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taken a fresh look at how the organization started, the people involved, the many projects tackled and the di-

verse programs offered over the years.   

   Historic Ithaca has a long history of preservation education and we plan to continue in that vein.  Education 

will be the foundation of how we approach our programs and services in the future. The Preservation Basics 

Series, offered once a month, is the beginning of this process and we look to the revival of preservation pro-

gramming such as the old house fair, historic tours, and preservation lectures. The reference library has been 

re-established, preservation services and Significant Elements are functioning collaboratively, and we are cre-

ating a Conservation Laboratory program that will provide hands -on, technical preservation training to youth, 

homeowners and building trades professionals.  These are activities which allow us to be of service to the com-

munity and help us fulfill our mission of being the voice for historic preservation in Tompkins County.  

   I hope you enjoy this issue of Preservation Quarterly and I invite you to come visit us at 212 Center Street 

and see firsthand the many exciting changes that are occurring at Historic Ithaca. 

Sincerely Yours,  

Alphonse F. Pieper 

 Alphonse Pieper  was Historic Ithacaôs 

Preservation Director in the late 1990s 

before moving on to start his own archi-

tectural salvage business in Homer, New 

York. He rejoined Historic Ithaca in mid -

2008. Alphonse has an M.A. in Historic 

Preservation Planning from Cornell Uni-

versity.  

 

Kristen Olson joined Historic Ithaca in 

2007 for a summer internship, and has 

been on the staff full-time since July 

2008.   Kristen earned her Bachelor of 

Arts degree from Colby College in 2003, 

focusing on fine art and anthropol-

ogy.  She received her M.A. in Historic 

Preservation Planning from Cornell Uni-

versity in January 2009.  

 

Ashima Krishna  joined Historic Ithaca 

in 2008 as Preservation Associate. With 

a bachelors degree in Architecture from 

New Delhi, India and a M.A. in Historic 

Preservation Planning from Cornell, 

Ashima is glad to have gained experience 

in the non-profit sector before embark-

ing on her Doctoral study at Cornell in 

City and Regional Planning  in Fall 2009.  

 

   Historic Ithaca has been fortunate in receiving some ex-

cellent help from a few dedicated volunteers. Sue Cosley  

helped get our offices organized and streamlined the inven-

tory and the pricing process; Ashley Miller  is helping in 

the library, catalogued real estate listing photos from the 

1980s and is now working on organizing and updating our 

periodicals; and Sara Johnson  put together the prelimi-

nary materials to pursue National Register designation of 

Stewart Park.   
 

   Interns also play an important role in our programs and 

projects. Sara Johnson , a Graduate student in Historic 

Preservation Planning at Cornell University, launched the 

Tompkins County Barn Survey last summer; Joe Pu-

ralewski , a writing major at Ithaca College, compiled 

grant information and organizational history this past 

spring; and Amy Crockford , a history major at Wells Col-

lege, researched the history of our circa-1888 warehouse at 

212 Center Street this past spring. Our summer 2009 in-

tern, Anne Turcotte , who is pursuing her Masters in  His-

toric Preservation Planning from Cornell University, is con-

tinuing the Barn Survey while helping to launch the new 

Conservation Laboratory program.  Master Carpenter 

Harry Stringer joins us through the Experience Works 

program, and is doing a great job getting our classroom and 

workshop into shape. 
 

   We offer our heartfelt thanks to outgoing staff 

members Jim Tantillo, Jessica Evans, Kerry Bar-

nes and Jean Hubbell for their hard work and 

dedication to Historic Ithacaôs mission.  

Meet our Staff and Volunteers  

Continued from page 1 

 11 

 

Help preserve the places that matter in Tompkins County  

Historic Ithaca relies on donor support to carry out the projects and programs that benefit our community.  
 

Help protect the significant buildings, landscapes, and communities of Tompkins County and the Finger 

Lakes Region by becoming a supporter of Historic Ithaca. Donors of $25 or more receive benefits including 

10% off at Significant Elements, discounted admission to tours and events, and an invitation to our annual 

meeting. 

Yes!  I want to help protect the places that matter in Tompkins County.   

Enclosed is my gift to Historic Ithaca. 
          

$25              $50              $100              $_______  Method of payment (circle one)  
 

Name_________________________________________   Check payable to Historic Ithaca 
 

Address_______________________________________   Visa   Mastercard 
 

________________________________________________   Card number____________________________________________ 

    

Email__________________________________________  Expires _ _ / _ _  Signature______________________________ 
 

To conserve resources, I prefer to receive my newsletter via email 
 

Mail to Historic Ithaca, 212 Center Street, Ithaca NY 14850 

To make an online gift, visit www.historicithaca.org  

On  July 29, Governor David Patterson signed into 

law a bill that provides enhanced historic preser-

vation tax credits in distressed areas, a potential 

boon to upstate cities.  Homes in historically des-

ignated neighborhoods within distressed census 

tracts are now eligible for up to $50,000 in tax 

credits, doubling the previous cap of $25,000.   

Qualified commercial properties will now be able 

to claim credits for 20 % of rehabilitation projects 

with a cap of         $5 million, up from $100,000.  

Governor Patterson signed the bill in Buffalo, a 

symbolic act in a city with a rich but threatened 

architectural heritage.  Property owners will be 

able to take advantage of the expanded credits in 

2010.  For more information, visit:  

http://www.ny.gov/governor/press/

press_0729092.html.  

Upstate to benefit from 
preservation tax credits  

 

Your tax-deductible donation to Significant 

Elements helps support Historic Ithacaôs 

education and advocacy programs!   

DOORS ž WINDOWS ž SINKS ž TUBS ž HARDWARE ž 

BOOKS ž WOOD FURNITURE  ž FLOORING ž TILE  ž 

WOOD TRIM  ž MIRRORS ž ARTWORK ž LIGHTING  ž    

RADIATORS ž SHUTTERS ž TOILETS ž TOOLS ž        

CABINETS ž AND MORE 
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H 
istoric Ithaca 

works to 

identify and 

preserve the 

historic built environment 

through awareness, 

advocacy, leadership and 

education. We offer 

technical preservation 

consulting services to our 

membership and to local 

contractors, 

municipalities, and the 

general public. With 

member support we 

advocate for the 

protection of important 

buildings and structures, 

facilitate neighborhood 

preservation planning, 

and speak out on issues of 

sprawl and smart growth.  

What We Do:  

Summer intern Anne Turcotte  

To advertise in Preservation          

Quarterly , contact                                    

kristen@historicithaca.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

208 North Titus Avenue 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607) 273-0029 

This yearôs summer internship position was 

made possible through the generosity of an 

anonymous donor and a gift from the His-

toric Preservation Planning Alumni of Cor-

nell University.   

Thank You! 

Wish List  

Help outfit the Conserva-

tion Laboratory!  
 

We need the following new or 

gently used items: 

Hand tools 

Power tools 

Heat guns 

Rubber gloves 

Protective goggles 

Scrapers 

Pliers 

Clamps 

Paintbrushes 

Sandpaper 

Wood glue 

Wood epoxy 

Glazing putty 

Glazing points 

Rags 

Sawhorses or folding tables 

Dropcloths 

é and more! 
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Preservation Awards and Annual Meeting, May 19th 2009  

The newly-restored Brooktonôs Market in 2008 

Board member Tania Werbizky gives the  
year-in-review  

Diana Crawford Nathanielsz accepts an award on  
behalf of Mary Kane Trochim and Bill Trochim  

   Historic Ithacaôs Annual Meeting and Preserva-
tion Awards ceremony took place Tuesday, May 19 
at the Unitarian Church of Ithaca.   The 1896 
church building, designed by famed Ithaca archi-
tect William Henry Miller, provided an ideal back-
drop for an evening dedicated to recognizing and 
promoting historic preservation in our commu-
nity.  
 

   Over fifty people were in attendance to celebrate 
Historic Ithacaôs accomplishments over the past 
year and to applaud local preservation efforts.  In 
addition, Historic Ithaca recognized several indi-
viduals who have made outstanding personal con-
tributions of time to the organization: Executive 
Director Jim Tantillo (2007 -2008); outgoing 
Board President Martha Eller; longtime Business 
Manager Jean Hubbell; Carol Cox of Tetra Tech 
Architects and Engineers; and John Hinchcliff and 
the Miller Mayer team.  

   Each year Historic Ithaca presents awards for sen-
sitive restoration and preservation projects within 
Tompkins County.   This yearôs honorees are: 
 

Justine Kalka , for the sensitive rehabilitation 
of the front porch of her Second-Empire style home 
in Brooktondale  

The Cancer Resource Center of the Finger 
Lakes , for the outstanding rehabilitation of the for-
mer residence at 612 West State Street in Ithaca 

Avi Smith and Debby Halpern , for the com-
plete rehabilitation and continued retail use of the 
circa-1880 Brooktonôs Market building in Brookton-
dale 

Mary Kane Trochim and Bill Trochim, for the 
interior rehabilitation of office space in the circa -1890 
Renvyle Building at 136 East State Street in Ithaca 

Sigrid Kulkowitz and Shaul Hendel, for the 
creative use of salvaged wood organ pipes in the 
renovation of the kitchen of their home in Ithaca  

Mary Raddant Tomlan, in recognition of her 
extraordinary efforts and accomplishments in his-
toric preservation over many years of service to the 
greater Ithaca community  

The Downtown Ithaca Alliance, for the list-
ing in 2005 of the Ithaca Downtown Historic District 
in the National Register of Historic Places and for the 
continuing support of the preservation of Ithacaôs 
historic downtown commercial structures  
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   The past year has been a very busy one for Historic 

Ithaca, and an important one too. There have been tre-

mendous changes to the organization and we would like 

to share them with you. 
 

State Theatre  

   Throughout 2008, Historic Ithaca continued its reha-

bilitation efforts at the State Theatre.  The ticket booth 

was restored and hand-painted by a local artist, Mary 

Beth Ihnken. New carpeting was installed and the doors 

were refinished by Northern Lights. We also had stucco/

concrete work done on the rear of the building and re-

stored the marquee and the projection booth. We re-

painted the dressing rooms and did additional mainte-

nance upgrades to the structure.  

   The State Theatre had a successful 07-08 season and 

produced many diverse and high-quality programs. In 

early March 2009 we transferred the State Theatre to a 

new non-profit, State of Ithaca Inc.  Even though it was a 

difficult decision, we at Historic Ithaca felt it was time to 

put the State Theatre in the hands of an organization that 

would be solely committed to running the enterprise, 

enabling Historic Ithaca to once again be the voice of his-

toric preservation in Tompkins County.  
 

Clinton House  

   Historic Ithaca sold the Clinton House to a consortium 

of local investors organized by Mack Travis on May 1, 

2009. Although Historic Ithaca will no longer own the 

building, we will continue to advocate for its continued 

preservation. As part of the sales agreement, Historic 

Ithaca added protections to significant interior spaces 

and elements of the historic Clinton House, which contin-

Year in Review 2008 -2009  

Marquee restoration during summer 2008  

ues to be protected under Ithacaôs Landmarks Preserva-

tion Ordinance as a locally designated landmark. 
 

Significant Elements warehouse  

   Historic Ithacaôs offices and library were moved to 212 

Center Street in fall 2008. Historic Ithaca is grateful to 

Bob and Harold Andrews for their invaluable help in 

making our move so much easier. With the help of staff 

and volunteers, we have reconfigured interior spaces, and 

have welcomed Sew Green as a tenant. We are currently 

involved in raising funds to repair our roof and outfit the 

Conservation Laboratory classroom.  Our Work Experi-

ence workers have been hard at work under the leader-

ship of intern and master carpenter Harry Stringer to 

make this room a functioning learning space. 
 

Advocacy  

   Historic Ithaca has continued its advocacy efforts in 

Tompkins County. We are a consulting stakeholder on 

the Stewart Park Rehabilitation Action Plan and are pur-

suing the National Register designation of Stewart Park. 

In addition, we are working with Cornell chapter of Phi 

Kappa Psi to foster cooperation among the various 

óneighborsô of the Ithaca City Cemetery and coordinate 

volunteer work.  We have begun to speak out once more 

on local preservation issues, including Markles Flats and 

the Collegetown Urban Plan. 
 

Educational Programs, Events  

   In 2008 we began the Preservation Basics Series ï free, 

monthly 30 -minute classes on topics such as architectural 

styles in Tompkins County and researching a houseôs his-

tory. Historic Ithaca staff contributed research into the 

gory aspects of local history and volunteered their time 
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   For a full description of volunteer skills and responsi-

bilities, please contact Kristen Olson,  

kristen@historicithaca.org.  
 

   As our way of saying thanks, volunteers receive 25% off 

purchases at Significant Elements and one-year friend-

ship in Historic Ithaca after 10 hours of service. 

   Contact us today to see how you can help Historic 

Ithaca preserve, educate, and advocate for the historically 

significant buildings, landscapes, and communities in 

Tompkins County . 

   Volunteers play a key role in Historic Ithaca.  Are you 

interested in architecture, construction, or interior design; 

local history or preservation crafts? Consider volunteering 

with Historic Ithaca! We are filling volunteer positions in a 

variety of areas, including: 

  Office Assistant  

  Library Associate  

  Retail Associate for Significant Elements  

  Conservation Lab Associate  

Friends of Historic Ithaca  

Volunteer Opportunities  

   You may have noticed that we are no longer using 

the term ñmembersò to describe our supporters. In 

2008, the Board of Directors of Historic Ithaca, 

based on our lawyerôs recommendation, decided 

that the organization would no longer use the term 

ñmemberò since we operate without a formal mem-

bership structure.  

   From now on, our supporters will be called the 

ñFriends of Historic Ithacaò. We still value and wel-

come your feedback  and will continue to ask the 

Friends of Historic Ithaca for ideas and suggestions. 

   Just as important, we welcome and need your gen-

erous support so that HI remains a full -service pres-

ervation organization, the fourth oldest in New York 

State. 

 

 

Our sincere thanks  

for a donation in memory of  

Barbara Caldwell  

from  

Molly Adams  

 

Meet our business sponsors online at  

http://www.historicithaca.org/support/meet -

our-business-sponsors/ 
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   Since 2000, a member of Historic Ithaca has do-

nated a subscription to American Bungalow maga-

zine. It has wonderful color photos and is quite an 

elegant magazine, with useful information for local 

owners to consult in making renovations to bunga-

low style houses.   

   In the recent move of our library to the Significant 

Elements building at 212 Center St, it has come to 

our attention that 15 volumes of our órunô are miss-

ing.If you forgot to return an issue you borrowed, 

please let us know at 607-273-6633. If you are a sub-

scriber (this is a West coast magazine) and do not 

need back issues, please let us know and we would 

be grateful for your donation!  

A Note for our Library Users  

A visitor to our library browses through local history books  

Do we have your email address?   

Get exclusive preservation e-news and be the first to hear about sales and 

store events at Significant Elements. 

Fill out the enclosed card or send your name and email address to                          

kristen@historicithaca.org.  

Students in Cornellôs Historic Preservation Planning program 

(left) visit Significant Elements to practice measured drawing 

techniques, using a Greek Revival entry salvaged in January 

from a house in Freeville (right)  

For more photos visit our new online gallery :  

www.historicithaca.org/photos/  
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Historic Ithaca Welcomes 
New Board Members  

   Historic Ithaca wishes to thank the following outgo-

ing board members for their dedicated service to the 

organization: Susan Blumenthal, Herb Dwyer, Gary 

Ferguson, David Kuckuk, Ellen McCollister, and Scott 

Wiggins. 

 

   Historic Ithaca welcomes the following new board 

members: Tom Hoard, Karen Macier, Charles Po-

mada, John Snyder, and David Stinson. 

running the events for The History Centerôs Haunted His-

tory Tour last fall.  In summer 2008, we helped organize 

a fundraiser for the Ithaca Motion Picture Project at 

Greystone, the Cayuga Heights home of silent film star 

Irene Castle. 
 

Preservation Services  

   Historic Ithaca continues to provide research services 

and technical assistance to homeowners, business own-

ers, and municipalities. We have prepared a National 

Register nomination for the ca-1830 Rogues Harbor Inn 

in Lansing (passed with flying colors at the state level and  

pending designation by Washington). Historic Ithaca is 

also consulting on the Forest Home Bridge project, the 

stabilization of the mausoleum in Lakeview Cemetery and 

repair of stained glass windows at St. James AME Zion 

Church.   

 

Significant Elements  

   Since last summer, Significant Elementsô merchandize 

and interior layout have been completely reorganized, 

and our storefront received a makeover. Since July 2008, 

we have salvaged 4 houses in Tompkins County. We also 

organized an Open House that was well attended by the 

community. We plan to focus on our warehouse at 212 

Center Street for Historic Ithacaôs next restoration pro-

ject, using the building as a learning laboratory to provide 

hands-on training to people and utilize volunteer work to 

accomplish window restoration.  
 

Tompkins County Barn Survey  

   Because very few families still farm in this region, our 

barns are quickly disappearing. Historic Ithaca is dedi-

cated to recording these buildings which once dominated 

the countryside of Tompkins County. The survey, begun 

last summer, is projected to be completed by fall 2010.  In 

October, HI produced the Tompkins County Barn Fair in 

partnership with the New York State Barn Coalition, and 

plans a similar event for October 24, 2009. 
 

Fundraising  

   In 2008 and 2009, we raised over $100,000 in individ-

ual and business donations (not including grants). Even 

with the sale of the Clinton House and State Theatre final, 

we still have some debt remaining.   However, with re-

newed fundraising efforts and income-producing pro-

grams and services, we are working to build a more solid 

financial footing for the organization.  At the moment, 

this is our most critical need. 
 

Vision for the future  

   As we look towards the future, we plan to revive much 

of our previous preservation programming, including 

conferences, guided tours, and special events. 
 

   We hope that our Conservation Lab will be an innova-

tive model for hands-on community learning, providing 

technical preservation training to homeowners, land-

lords, and building trades professionals. It will also inte-

grate the services offered by Historic Ithaca such as sal-

vaged materials and restoration products, research li-

brary, training, and the expertise of our staff.  
 

   We are keeping up our advocacy efforts and will con-

tinue to be vocal on preservation issues affecting our re-

gion. Our staff regularly attend public meetings, keep 

abreast of current issues such as the proposed develop-

ment on East State Street, the fate of the Ithaca Gun 

smokestack, and the planned expansion of McGraw 

House on North Geneva Street.  

Year in Review 2008 -2009 continued  

Rogues Harbor Inn in South Lansing  


