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In continued celebration of Historic IthacaÕs 40th birthday, we present the very first art icle to appea r in an 
Historic Ithaca Newsletter. Enjoy!  
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From our Executive Director  
  

In 1966, Historic Ithaca, Inc. organized in response to the urban 
revita l izat ion strategies at the t ime that cal led fo r the destruction of 
significant downtown landmarks, including the 1863 C ornell Public 
Library (st i l l visible in the City of Ithaca Seal) and the Old City Ha l l . 
With the celebrat ion of our 40 th anniversary, we are taking stock of a l l 
that we have accomplished and al l that l ies ahead of us.  

Today, thanks to institutions l ike Historic Ithaca an d Ithaca 
Landmarks Preservat ion Commission, hundreds of passionate volunteers, 
and a devoted cit izenry, many of Tompkins CountyÕs historic landmarks 
have been protected, preserved and saved from the wrecking ball.  So, is 
our work done? 

In recent years, many preservat ion groups have undergone a paradigm 
shift, re- thinking their missions and changing their focus. N o longer 
standing in front of bulldozers, preservat ionists have created entire ly 
new concepts l ike heritage tourism, the ÒgreeningÓ of historic buildings, 
and Main Street revita l izat ion.   We at Historic It haca are looking at 
the new ways we can serve this community. We need to put the tools in 
the hands of the public, as they are the stewards of our heritage. 
Preservat ion should be a democratic process, and our focus needs to shi f t 
from a top down approach to an education-based approach.  

We are working on creating a workshop series for homeowners on energy 
efficiency in older homes, and designing walking tour s for teenagers. The 
public is a more savvy audience now than they were 40 years ago, and we 
know we must update our role.  

None of this can happen without our members. I urge y ou to get involved 
with the organizat ion: if you are knowledgeable abou t local 
archi tecture, volunteer to give a walking tour; if you kno w someone who 

has recently completed a preservat ion project, nominate them for an award; and, of course, renew your 
membership! I look forward to the growth of our organiza t ion, and the involvement of our members in tha t 
process.  

 

 

 

Jim Tanti l lo 
Executive Director
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Historic Ithaca Welcomes New 
Preservation Director  

 
 
Historic Ithaca is pleased to announce the hiring 
of its New Preservat ion Director. Jessica Evans 
holds a BachelorÕs in Art History and French 
from the University of Connecticut and earned a 
MasterÕs degree in Historic Preservat ion 
Planning from Cornell in 2005. She brings a wide 
array of experiences with her to the role of 
Preservat ion Director. She has worked at a 
lumber mil l in New Hampshire, a community 
design center in Harlem, dabbled wi th 
archi tecture school, and overseen volunteer 
rehabil i ta t ion projects. Most recently, she has 
completed a number of freelance projects, 
including articles for Sacred Sites, and the 
Historic District Design Guidel ines for the Ci ty 
of Ithaca. 
 
Jessica is eager to boost the preservat ion 
programs at Historic Ithaca, and plans to 
increase the organizat ionÕs involvement wi th 
preservat ion projects in the Finger Lakes region, 
create volunteer opportunities, and reinstitute 
the education programs, lecture series and 
walking tours. ÒHistoric Ithaca is a great 
organizat ion with a long tradit ion of service to 
th is community,Ó says Jessica, Ònow we need to 
work on reestabl ishing ourselves as the go-to 
people for preservat ion of historic archi tecture 
and regional heritage.Ó Jessica wil l be 
supervising two Cornell interns this summer, who 
wil l help plan preservat ion workshops in the 
fa l l and nominate several properties and 
landscapes to the National Register. Jessica 
l ives in Ithaca with her husband Laran and son 
Milo. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In August 2006, the State TheaterÕs historic 
blade sign was removed for repairs. Cayuga Sign 
of Ithaca has been working on the sign for the 
past several months. When it comes back home, 
theater patrons wil l see a refurbished sign with 
repaired metal, lettering, and working neon! The 
blade is part of a larger fa•ade renovation 
agenda which wil l be executed during 2007. Keep 
tuned for our rehabi l i ta ted fa•ade-revea l 
celebration! 

 

 

 

Photo: Simon Wheeler, Ithaca Journal 

Jessica can be reached at (607) 273-6633 or 
jessica@historicithaca.org. 

SomethingÕs MissingÉ  
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Historic Ithaca Wins "Downtown 
Champion" Award  

The Ithaca Downtown Partnership (IDP) today 
awarded Historic Ithaca with one of its coveted 
"Downtown Champion" awards, for the role Historic 
Ithaca has played in keeping the State Theatre 
open and running.  

Mack Travis, President of the Ithaca Downtown 
Partnership, made the following remarks at the IDP 
annual meeting on December 5, 2006: 

"A beloved part of downtown is the historic 
State Theatre. Once downtown Ithaca was 
home to five theatres. One by one they 
disappeared, leaving only oneÑthe StateÑ
remaining. Rather than risk the loss of this 
community icon, the Historic Ithaca 
organizat ion stepped forward when no one 
else did. They purchased the building in 
1997, made over $1.2 mil l ion in 
improvements to stabi l ize  the building and 
bring it up to code, and re-opened the 
building for performances in 2001. Since then 
Historic Ithaca has done everything it could 
to keep the theatre in operat ion, to continue 
to upgrade and improve and to cover 
operat ing shortfa l ls. Their commitment to 
th is project was such that they risked the 
very survival of their organizat ion to ensure 
that the community would continue to enjoy 
the State Theatre. It is time for the 
community to recognize and appreciate the 
outstanding work and commitment of Historic 
Ithaca to the State Theatre and to 
downtown. Tonight we recognize Board 
President Martha El ler on behal f of Historic 
Ithaca as true downtown champions."  

We are very proud to have been honored by the 
Ithaca Downtown Partnership. ��
��
��
��
��
��

May is National Preservation Month  
 

Since the National Trust created Preservat ion Week 
in 1971 to spotl ight grassroots preservat ion efforts in 
America, it has grown into an annual celebrat ion 
observed by smal l towns and big cities with events 
ranging from architectural and historic tours and 
award ceremonies, to fundraising events, educationa l 
programs and heritage travel opportunit ies. Due to 
i ts overwhelming popularity, the National Trust 
has extended the celebrat ion to the entire month of 
May and declared it Preservat ion Month to provide 
an even longer opportunity to celebrate the diverse 
and unique heritage of our countryÕs cit ies and states 
and enable more Americans to become involved in the 
growing preservat ion movement. The first officia l 
Preservat ion Month was observed in 2005.  
 
Here in Ithaca, Preservat ion Month 2007 wil l be 
observed by two walking tours.  The first tour wil l b e 
the new Ithaca Downtown Historic District, - th is 
wil l be held on Saturday May 19 at 2pm. The second 
tour wil l be of the DeWitt P ark Historic District Ð 
th is wil l be held on Saturday May 19 at 4pm.  Both 
tours wil l meet in front of the State Theater. The 
event is free and open to the public.  
 
For more information about National Preservat ion 
Month visi t 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/preservat ionmonth/  
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Clinton House Update 

 

 
 

 
 
ÒWhatÕs going on with the Cl inton House?Ó Ithacans 
may be asking themselves these days. Last summer, 
the historic building was enshrouded in wooden 
scaffolding, and currently the stucco and paint are 
looking noticeably patchy.  The ongoing work is par t 
of an exterior restorat ion campaign, thanks to a Save 
AmericaÕs Treasures grant from the National Park 
Service.  
 
The work, which is being supervised by V. Romanoff 
and Associates, is stabil izing the historic stucco on 

the 1828 building, which was badly cracked, 
damaged and even missing in some portions.  Portions 
of the damaged stucco were removed or repaired last 
fa l l, and al lowed to sit during the winter. This was  
done to observe how the patches and repairs held up 
during the freeze/thaw cycle of an Ithaca winter and  
spring. The changes in temperature and moisture put 
stress on the stucco, and any further deteriorat ion or 
cracking would be observed. 
 
Thanks to a special elastic l ime-based substance, 
specif ied by preservat ion architect, Carl Sterns, the 
repairs held up remarkably wel l. With the cracks 
mended, Romanoff has given the green-light for the 
Cl inton House to be painted ÒSt. Petersburg GoldÓ.  
 
Work is a lso being done on the drive to the south of  
the building.  As of this writ ing, the earth under t he 
paving bricks was regarded, and the bricks were 
relayed. The adjacent reta ining wal l (where one 
descends to the Hairy Canary) was also rebuil t , 
with a new stucco coat appl ied once the wal l was 
structural ly sound. Final ly, the enormous coping 
stones at the top of the wal l were moved back into 
their original places  - years of delivery vehicles 
coll iding into the wal l had moved the stones and 
damaged the mortar.   
 
 
 

Mason Mike Lukowitz putting original brick pavers 
back, after regarding the drive to the south of the 

Clinton House. 

 

 

Scaffolding obscured the fa•ade during the summer of 2006 

Bricks beneath the damaged stucco, prior to repair.  
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Green Building Begins with Salvage 
and Deconstruction 

By Diane Cohen 

Al l over the country, buildings are often demolished  
whi le they sti l l contain reusable items. Signif ican t 
Elements, a local nonprofit program started by 
Historic Ithaca, salvages materia ls from buildings 
that have reached the end of their Òuseful l i feÓ. The 
program partners with Tompkins County Sol id 
Waste and salvages doors, l ight ing, plumbing 
f ixtures, wood trim, hardware, cabinetry, furniture, 
and more, as an effort to preserve craftsmanship and 
reduce the waste stream. These materia ls are then 
cleaned up and sold at the Significant Elements 
warehouse in downtown Ithaca.  

But this program only saves a portion of a buildingÕs 
tota l value. Deconstruction (an environmenta l 
a l ternat ive to demolit ion) is the practice of 
disassembling whole buildings by hand in order to 
reuse a maximum amount of materia ls. With  a 
deconstruction program in place, flooring, structura l 
lumber, plywood, and appliances can be reused.  

In January, I participated in a tra ining program 
designed to teach the best practice techniques of 
deconstruction in Bi loxi, MS. The dual-purpose was 
to salvage a maximum amount of materia ls from 
Hurricane Katrina- damaged homes and provide 
them free to nonprofit rebuilding projects, and 
encourage the startup of a more deconstruction 
programs in the Gulf Coast region, and around the 
country.  

Many houses in these neighborhoods were ÒslabbedÓ 
by the effects of the storm, meaning there was 
nothing remaining excep t the concrete slab 
foundation. Many more of the houses looked as 
though the hurricane happened just last week: 
damaged and vacant, with pi les of debris and rubble  
l i t tering front yards. 

Although there is an enormous effort to rebuild in 
the Gulf Coast region, there is sti l l so much to do 
that i t is diff icult to understand how much progress 
has been made. As part of the response effort , 
several churches got together and opened a 
warehouse to distribute donated building materia ls 
to rebuilding groups. Al l of the materia ls the 
deconstruction group salvaged went there. An entry 
door that we removed (worth about $2,000) was 
insta l led in a new house less than 24 hours later. 

Brad Guy, Director of Operat ions at the Hamer 
Center at Penn State, coordinated the Deconstruction 
Training effort. The US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and private foundations provided 
funding. We were lead by the Decon Crew from 
Wake County Habitat for Humanity, along with 
Pete Hendricks, an independent contractor who has 
been practicing deconstruction, and designing and 
building houses in Montana and North Carol ina out 
of the recycled materia ls for 35 years. 

 

 

One of the houses we deconstructed (in six days) was 
a two-story 1970s home. Just a few hundred yards 
from the coast, it had been damaged by 6 feet of 
standing water. We learned how to peel back each 
layer in safe and eff icient ways and separate each 
reusable materia l, and process them for reuse, by de-
nail ing, bundling and pal let izing. We ended up 
sending only four dumpster l oads to the landfi l l , 
primari ly containing asphal t shingles, sheetrock, 
blown- in insulat ion, and wood scrap. But even those 
materia ls are recyclable in other markets. 

Deconstruction can be as cost-effective as demolit ion 
i f a tax-break is involved, with fa r less negative 
environmental impact, and hopefully wi l l soon 
become an avai lable service in our area. In the 
meantime, materia ls may be donated to Signif icant 
Elements.  

Diane Cohen (far right) works with a team to deconstruct a house. 

Diane Cohen is the Program Manager of Significant Elements, located at 212 
Center Street, Ithaca, NY. 

Contact Email: info@significantelements.org Website: 
www.significantelements.org or call (607) 277-3450 for information. 
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Environmental Protection Act Funds 
Now Available for Historic Properties 

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservat ion announces that organizat ions 
with an ownership interest may apply for funds 
under Title 9 of the Environmental Protection Act of 
1993 for the acquisit ion, development, and 
improvement of parks,  historic properties and 
heritage areas. In addit ion, municipal i t ies may 
apply for funds under the Federal Land and Water 
Conservat ion Fund for acquisit ion and development 
of outdoor recreation facil i t ies. Eligibil i t y: 
Municipal i t ies and non-profit organizat ions with an 
ownership interest in parks, historic properties, and  
heritage areas. Funding: this is a matching grant 
program, therefore grant recipients are expected to 
provide a 50 percent match. Deadl ine: June 29, 2007. 
For more information: Visi t 
http://www.nysparks.com/gramts  or contact T. 
Kevin Burns, Chief of Grants, Bureau of Grants 
Management, New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservat ion, Empire Sta te 
Plaza, Agency Building 1, 16th floor, Albany NY 
12238. Phone: 518.474.0427 / Fax: 518. 486. 7377 

 

"Imaging Our Heritage" 
 
Entries are now being accepted for the 8th annua l 
National Historic Landmarks Photo Contest, 
ÒImagining Our HeritageÓ.  The National Park 
Service is seeking images that celebrate the 
heritage and history of our nation's 2,440 Nationa l 
Historic Landmarks. 
 
National Historic Landmarks are nat ional ly 
significant historic places designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior, the highest such 
recognition accorded by the nation to historic 
properties determined to be of exceptional value in 
representing or i l lustrat ing an important theme, 
event, or person in the history of the nation. These 
landmarks can be actual sites where signif icant 
h istoric events occurred, places where prominent 
Americans l ived or worked, as well as sites tha t 
represent the ideas that shaped the nation. 
 
Print and digita l formats wil l be accepted and must  
be post-marked or e-mai led by June 30, 2007.  Winners 
wil l be announced in September and the top photos 

wil l be compiled into a 2008 calendar. Please visi t 
http://www.nps.gov/nero/nhlphoto/ for officia l 
entry rules and form and also to view winning photos  
from previous years.  To learn more about Nationa l 
Historic Landmarks or to search for a landmark near 
you, please visit http://www.cr.nps.gov/nhl/ 
  
For questions and comments, please contact Lisa 
Kolakowsky, National Park Service, Northeast 
Region, at l isa_kolakowsky@nps.gov; (215) 597-7946 

 

 

League of Historic American Theatres 
31st Annual Conference 

 
Lobster and tea part ies . . . swan boats and beans . . . 
Fenway and the Freedom Trai l. . . . fi fe, drum, and 
vaudevi l leÑBoston is a city rich in history, culture  
and tradit ion. From Boston's historic waterfront 
through its theatre district, educati on centers, and 
numerous landmarks, the ÒCity on the Hi l lÓ is a 
rousing mix of old and new. Highl ight ing BostonÕs 
mix of tradit ion and innovation, historica l 
significance and new solutions for community and 
economic development, the LeagueÕs 2007 conference 
celebrates the regionÕs unique characteristics and 
leadership in preserving and sustaining historic 
theatres. The conference takes place at the Park 
Plaza Hotel in Boston from July 25-28,2007. For more 
information or to register for the conference please 
visit www.lhat.org.  If you are interested in joining 
the smal l contingent of folks going from Historic 
Ithaca and State Theater, please give us a call. 
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Historic Property Spotlight 

HaytÕs Chapel and Schoolhouse  
 

In the fa l l 2005, HaytÕs Chapel and Schoolhouse (on 
Rte 96 N, near Cayuga Medical Center) was l isted on 
the National Register of Historic Places. These 
properties are signif icant for their connection with 
Underground Rai lroad activi t ies in Ithaca during 
the mid 19th century, as well as distinguished 
examples of Greek Revival archi tecture. The 
buildings were constructed in the 1830s and 1840s.   
 
IthacaÕs connection with the Underground Rai lroad 
is wel l known but not wel l documented. The very 
nature of the Underground Rai lroad required secrecy, 
so there is very l i t t le physical or anecdotal evidence 
to help provide historians with a record of wha t 
happened.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Much of the history of HaytÕs Chapel is derived 
from a 1915 letter to the Ithaca Journal from Charles 
Johnson (1835 Ð 1919), an African-American member 
of the Ithaca Presbyterian Church (in DeWitt Park) 
who was also an escaped slave.  He expla ined tha t 
the minister at that church, Wi l l i am Wisner, was a 
pro-slavery man and used his pulpit to prom ote the 
institution of slavery as being divinely ordained by a 
Christ ian God. There was a group of aboli t ionists 
among the congregation who did not agree wi th 
Reverend WisnerÕs teachings. Foremost among these 
was Charles Hayt, Wi l l i am Luce, Alexander 
Murdo ck and Benjamin Halsey.  The passage of the 
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 brought to a head many 
confl icts between Abolit ionists and anti -
Abolit ionists al l over the country, and Ithaca was no  
exception.  Hayt and other l ike-minded members 
withdrew from the old church in DeWitt Park and 

establ ished a church of their own, which they 
cal led HaytÕs Chapel.  
 
Fugitives leaving Ithaca used the steamship 
ÒSimeon DewittÓ to travel to Cayuga Landing, at the 
north end of the lake. Another option was to go ove r 
land, and it was rumored that those travel ing on foo t 
used Rte 96 (or Trumansburg Road), and found 
sanctuary at HaytÕs farm. Hiding slaves was risky 
business: Alexander Murdock, one of the founding 
members of the new anti-slavery church, had his 
housed burned down by pro-slavery activists.  
 
Following the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, 
the congregants returned to the downtown 
Presbyterian church and HaytÕs Cahpel fel l into 
disuse.  
 
The schoolhouse was probably built during the 1830s, 
following legislat ion passed by the New York Sta te 
legislature in 1812 and 1814, which establ ished a 
public school system for the state. The land was 
donated by Charles Hayt Ð who, in addit ion to being 
an active Abolit ionist, was also a weal thy 
landowner. The schoolhouse remained in use unti l 
1964.  
 
In 1971, both properties were purchased by the 
current owners, Rosal ind and Salvatore Grippi, who 
have done an excellent job rehabil i ta t ing and 
preserving the chapel and schoolhouse. They 
received a Preservat ion Award from Historic Ithac a 
in 2006 for their efforts.  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This article was derived in large part from the HaytÕs Chapel and 
Schoolhouse National Register nomination, available in its 
entirety at http://www.nr.nps.gov/

 
HaytÕs Chapel circa 1900 
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Become a Member 
 
If itÕs been a few years since youÕve renewed your membership, or if youÕve never joined, now is the time to 
support Historic Ithaca. We have a new series of walking tours that will begin this summer, and a hands-o n 
workshop and lecture series in the fall. Membership earns you a discount to these programs. YouÕll receive an 
invitation to our Annual Meeting in June, where weÕl l present the Preservation Awards.  Join before July 1, 2007 
and weÕll give you a free two-hour consultation with a  professional preservationist.  
 
 

 
 
 

Historic Ithaca Membership 
 
Please help make a difference - protect the archi tectural heritage of Ithaca, Tompk ins County and the Finger 
Lakes region. 

Name(s):_________________________________________________ 

Email:  _________________________________________________  

Address:_________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code:    ________________ ______________________ 

Telephone:__________________ Emai l: ________________________ 

Company: __________________________________________________ 
Please make check payable to Historic Ithaca (memo: Membership) and mai l  
to Historic Ithaca, 109 W. State Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 
 
Credit Card:_________________________________________________ 

 

Exp. Date ________________ Signature: _______________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

!  Foundation $25-49  

!  Pil lar $50-99  

!  Capita l $100-249  

!  Finia l $250-499  

!  Cornerstone $500-999 

!  Keystone $1,000+ 
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Nominations for the Historic Ithaca Annual Preservation A wards Solicited! 

 
Historic Ithaca is now accepting nominations for the  2007 Preservat ion Awards competit ion.  Any preserva t ion, 
restorat ion, rehabi l i ta t ion or adaptive reuse project lo cated in Tompkins County and completed with in the p ast 
two years may be eligible. A panel made of members of the preservat ion community wil l review nomination s. 
Awards are based on the importance of the project to the preservat ion of our regionÕs heritage, the appropria te 
use of preservat ion standards, and the positive infl uence on the community.  

  
Historic IthacaÕs Preservat ion Awards recognize a wide range of preservat ion achievements, from the adaptive 
reuse of historic churches to the renovation of rental income property, to the rehabi l i ta t ion of barns to the 
restorat ion of Òarti factsÓ and cultural landscapes. New construction projects wil l be considered if they ar e buil t 
with respect for historic surroundings. The Signif icant  Elements award wil l a lso be presented to encourage the use 
of recycled archi tectural elements as an integral part of both renovation and new construction.  
 
Awards wil l be judged on such considerat ions as the  importance of the project to the long-term preservat i on of the 
built environment and th e impact, or potentia l impact, of the project on the surrounding community. Nominations 
should reflect projects which have adhered to basic preservat ion principles as outl ined in the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabi l i ta t ion, which are avai lable at Historic Ithaca, or online at 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/ . 
 
Preservat ion Awards submissions wil l be presented a t Historic Ithaca's Annual Meeting in late June (th e exact 
date, time, and location wil l be announced).  Award nomi nations must be received at Historic Ithaca's off ice, 109 
West State Street, by Thursday, May 31st at 4:00 p.m. Incomplete nominations wil l not be considered. The  
Preservat ion Awards applicat ion form, and al l accom panying materia ls must fit in a 11Ó x 17Ó envelope. The 
appl icat ion is avai lable at the Historic Ithaca offi ce, or online at historicithaca.org. 
 
For more information, nomination materia ls, or assista nce in preparing and submitting a nomination, pleas e 
contact Jessica Evans at (607) 273-6633 x 802. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historic Ithaca, Inc. 
109 West State Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607.273.6633 office 
607.277.4073 fax 
www.historicithaca.org  
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