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Sara Johnson, Preservation Associate
Kristen Olson, Preservation Associate

Significant Elements:

Diane Cohen, Program Director
Mitch Marano, Warehouse Assistant
Ivan Yalanzhi, Warehouse Assistant

State Theater:

Dan Smalls, Executive Director

Mark Scarborough, Production Manager
Sheryl Fishel, Volunteer Coordinator
Donald Welch, House Manager
Carolyn Ambrose, Box Office Staff
Cheryl Stone, Box Office Staff

MISSION STATEMENT

Historic Ithaca acts to preserve and sustain
the legacy of the built environment in
Tompkins County and the Finger Lakes
Region. We advocate for the unique sense of
place embodied by our significant buildings,

sites, landscapes, and communities. As
stewards of this history and geographic
identity, we foster conservation, restoration,
adaptation, and renewal in designing and
shaping new environments and building uses.
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A Message ffom the Chlef EXﬁcutive Ofﬁcer CI-[IEFJEI'::TE—:;;?E;[SFPICER
Strategic Planning

It may seem strange that an organization whose mission is focused so much on the past
should spend so much of its time focusing on the future. Yet, in the past year, the Board of
Directors of Historic Ithaca has devoted much effort to strategic planning.

Simply put, strategic planning charts the course of where an organization is going over the
next year or several years. The strategic focus is on the entire organization, on its mission
and goals, its challenges and its opportunities, and on answering the questions of how the
organization will pursue its goals.

Beginning in January, 2007, the Board initiated this planning process with a board retreat. By the time ou are rea;I-
ing this newsletter in February, 2008, the Board also will have conducted a series of “focus group” meetings to solicit
input from some of our key supporters, donors, and stakeholders in Ithaca and the surrounding region.

In our most recent meetings, Historic Ithaca’s current projects plus a number of other possible preservation projects
were identified. Questions about HI's mission were combined with questions about practical steps that might be
necessary to fulfill our mission. The following six questions were posed to attendees for their input:

1. From among the activities identified in the mission statement, which would you recommend HI focus ifs limit-
ed resources oné

2. Should HI buy and save buildings and/or other historically significant properties?

3. Is retaining and serving as the long-term owner/operator of a building, property, or project consistent with
Historic Ithaca’s mission?

4. What potential projects or vulnerable buildings or properties in Tompkins County and the surrounding region
might you suggest HI focus its future efforts on?

5. Tb respond to current and future challenges, the HI board is considering whether to divest some current respon-
sibilities, buildings, and/or assets. For example, should the Clinton House, State Theatre, or Significant Elements
be considered for sale? What do you think?

6. What possible means to fund future restoration projects would you suggest HI consider?

If you did not attend the meetings but would still like to give us your input, please feel free to reach me at 607-273-
6633, ext. 800, or jim@historicithaca.org ; or contact our board president, Martha Eller, at 607-277-6885, or

marthaeller@gmail.com .

This is an exciting time to be a part of Historic Ithaca! There are always numerous preservation challenges that
warrant our attention. The Board of Directors is committed to implementing a continuing vision of preservation
for the future that is ambitious, realistic, and prudent.

In this issue you will learn more about Historic Ithaca’s current programs, which include building materials reuse at
Significant Elements, our 2007 Preservation Awards, our Tompkins County Barn Project, and our Underground

; Railroad tour of Auburn, NY, scheduled for May 17th, 2008. In addition, we continue to bring a wide variety of

talent to the stage of the State Theatre, which is enjoying its best year yet since reopening in 2001.

Our hard-working staff is absolutely committed to doing the best job possible in each of our program areas, and I
thank them all for their dedication to making Historic Ithaca the vital and vibrant organization it is!
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The Past Meets the Future: Preservation = Green
by Diane Cohen, Significant Elements Program Director

N

Any preservationist can tell you, saving a building is expensive, time consuming, and often an enormously chal-
lenging process. The alternative is to demolish the old, presumably inefficient structure, and replace it with
what is often touted and perceived to be a greener, more energy efficient building. But according to the
American Institute of Architects (AIA), the reuse of existing buildings is one of the highest forms of sustain-

able dasign.l

Sustainability and the green movement are permeating every aspect of our society, as the realities of climate
change become more prevalent and accepted. I have had the privilege of attending an annual Deconstruction
Conference, held by the national not-for-profit Building Materials Reuse Association almost every year since
2001. Deconstruction is the act of dismantling buildings by hand, an environmental alternative to demolition
that we hope to bring to the Finger Lakes area as a service in the near future. But as a staff member of Historic
Ithaca, I have always been aware of the more desirable route: to preserve the building as a whole.

The topic of the Keynote Talk at this past year's deconstruction conference was that salvage, building decon-
struction, and C&D (construction and demolition) recycling are integral components of green building. But in
addition to efficiently capturing these valuable materials, he spoke about green design concepts for new build-

ings, including ‘passive survivability’. Mr. Wilson noted that the key drivers of green design are 1) Global cli-

mate change, 2) Rising energy costs, and 3) concerns about environmental air quality. (Americans spend 95% of
their time indoors, and 1 out of 3 families are affected by asthma.) Passive survivability is a new design criteri- /)
on for buildings, in the event of extended power loss which becomes an increasing threat as our systems :
become more complicated and inter-dependent.

With predictions of more powerful storm systems as global climate change raises water temperatures in the
Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean, with a growing realization that long-term supply and availability of fossil
fuels are not assured, and with the now ever-present threat of terrorism that could sever energy supply or elec-

tricity production anywhere without notice, the design and construction industry-and the regulators of that
2

industry-must respond with bui]dings that provide for passive survivability.

Most interesting to the preservation community may be the following point: “Another ancillary benefit of
designing buildings for passive survivability would be a return to the regional diversity of vernacular architec-
ture. There was a reason why homes in the Southeast had wide porches and large roof overhangs 200 years ago,
why the New England saltbox had most of its windows on the south, and why homes in the Midwest’s tornado

belt were so often bermed into the ground. A design criteria of passive survivability would bring back these
3

vernacular st}rles."

For more information about passive survivability and its relationship to historic preservation, go to
www.buildinggreen.com.

1 Newsletter on the Committee on the Environment (COTE), Spring 2007 y
2 Passive Survivability, Environmental Building News, December 2005 G
3 Passive Survivability, Environmental Building News, December 2005
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- Historic Ithaca’s 2007 Preservation Awards
| by Jessica Evans, Preservation Director

Tommy Beers, for moving and rehabilitating the property at 4445 Waterburg Road, Ulysses

This was a ground-up restoration of every component of the building, salvaging as much as possible, and
painstakingly recreating appropriate period detailing as required. The work included relocating the entire build-
ing back from the road by 13 feet, to remove it from road Ry =

water runoff. A new foundation was poured on top of ledge
rock, then the original stone foundation was laid on top. The
old roof, which had four layers of rotten shingles, was com-
pletely replaced with a new standing seam metal roof.

Much of the home’s original timberframe construction was
salvaged. The interior was stripped of inappropriate modifi-
cations that had been made over the years, so that original
features like the 22-inch wide pine boards could be appreci-
ated.

The majority of the work was done by the owner, Tommy

Beers and his son, Karim. The designers were Dave Iannello
. and Maryrose Savino. Steve Koski did the stone and foundation work, and Silverline Construction was respon-
' ible for moving the building.

John and Elizabeth Hamilton, for the restoration of the John Joseph Inn and Elizabeth
Restaurant (former Rose Inn) in Lansing, after a devastating fire in 2004

The goal of the project was to restore the building to the appearance of the original farmhouse, prior to addi-
tions were added. When the Hamiltons bought the property, what they had to work with was a badly burnt
building, much of which was destroyed. The renovations started with excavations to accommodate new septic
the original stonework could be set. More
 than two thirds of the roof was entirely
rebuilt. In addition, over a third of the second
floor substructure was replaced and a new
staircase was constructed. Although the origi-
nal wood work was destroyed, wide plank oak
flooring was used and trim was hand-routed
to match the original details. All interiors
were scrubbed, sealed, primed and painted in
B Classic colors authentic to the period. Fire

@ damaged ceilings were replaced, which allowed
#9 for the majority of the building’s plumbing

8 and electrical work to be updated. After three
years of neglect, the property’s landscaping

JOHN JosEPH INN 8¢ ELIZABETH RESTAURANT

continued on next page
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Historic Ithaca’s 2007 Preservation Awards, continued
was restored to an English-style garden.

Also notable are the plans for this coming year for the exterior paint scheme. The building will be repainted to
match the earthy color schemes which came into vogue starting in the 1840s. Prior to that time, homes were
generally painted white with black shutters. Technical advances in paint colors allowed for an aesthetic move-
ment in the US where homes were decorated in browns, ochres, yellows and greens to blend in with the coun-

tryside.

John and Elizabeth Hamilton are the owners. Christine Place of Place Architects in Cortland provide design
services and Bell Construction of Cortland provided general contracting. Art Bell of Bell Construction was the

general contractor. Masonry services were provided by Mike McKinney, excavation by Harry Zimmer, electrical
by Robert Roundsville, and plumbing/HVAC by Luke Searles.

The State University Construction Fund and Cornell University for the rehabilitation of and
sensitive new addition to the 1912 Bailey Hall auditorium

The 1912 building is the largest auditorium-
style gathering space on Cornell’s campus and
has traditionally hosted a wide variety of aca-
demic and performance uses. The overriding
goal of the rehabilitation was to preserve the
distinct historic character of Bailey Hall while S8 @ .-,-,-i .*

BAILEY HALL INTERIOR

providing the critical program elements nec-
essary to accommodate modern multi-pur- ¥
pose uses. The roof was repaired using match-
ing slate quarried in PA. The decorative sheet
metal cresting at the ridge of the slate roofs
was fabricated to match the original, which
was too far deteriorated to salvage. Original
doors and windows were rehabilitated and
reinstalled. The brickwork and limestone were re-pointed using matching mortar. Inside, the decorative plaster
was repaired and repainted. Faux finishes in the lobby were restored to their original color using the 1912 con-
struction drawings as a guide. Original tile flooring and interior brickwork were cleaned and patched using
matching period materials. The rehabilitation of Bailey Hall has ensured the continued use and future vitality
of one of Cornell’s best-used historic buildings.

M

The architects on this project were Michell/Giurgola architects of NYC. The site manager was Jim Mulherin
of Bovis Lend Lease. MEP engineering services was provided by Flack & Kurtz, structural engineering by
Severund Associates, civil engineering by TG Miller. The theater consultant was Davis Crossfield Associates.
Acoustical and AV consultation was provided by Artec Consultants, roofing restoration by Martech Associates,
plaster restoration by EverGreene Painting Studios, environmental remediation by Watts Engineers, and the

general contractor was Daniel J. Lynch Inc. of Endwell.
continued on next page
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Historic Ithaca’s 2007 Preservation Awards, continued

Kevin Reilly for moving and rehabilitating the Decker Pond Barn, ultimately saving it from
demolition by neglect

This last award goes to Kevin Reilly for the move and restoration of the Decker Pond Barn, originally of
Newfield. This barn had been for sale since 1996, when Route 13 was re-routed. Kevin Reilly had driven by the
barn daily for many years and admired it. He decided to purchase the building for his property for equipment
storage. Mr. Reilly, who is a local stone mason, built a new fieldstone foundation on the new site using as
many of the original stones as he could salvage, including the 1878 date stone. He also built a massive stone
chimney with four large fireplaces.

In the fall of 2006, the barn was moved from its original site at the intersection of Route 13 and Routes 34/96
at the Newfield town line. At its original site, the barn was badly deteriorated because the foundation was col-
lapsing due to road water runoff from Route 13. The steel roofing had also blown off the barn in some areas.
More than half the sills and rafter plates as well as the majority
of the ground floor joists were damaged beyond repair and
were replaced with hemlock and spruce timbers custom cut by
Bob Collins in Alpine, NY. All repairs were done using the
- _ it N A traditional square rule layout system, and used traditional 19th
' DI century joinery. No steel, plywood or epoxy were used for any
repairs. With the exception of new repair timbers and scarf
S joints used to make long beams out of short ones, the barn
% looks very similar to its original appearance.

DEcCkKER PoND BARN

The owner is Kevin Reilly, who also supervised the masonry
repairs. He was assisted by Lynn Force, Mark Lewkowicz, and
William Reilly. Richard Lazarus supervised the moving and

structural repairs to the barn. Seth Brewstcr Chris Webster and T] Bell were the carpenters. Excavation was
performed by Paul Carpenter. Andy Norberg of Northstar Electric was the electrician. Ron Stackhouse and
Scott Chaffee were the roofing contractors.
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Spotlight your business by advertising in Preservation Quarterly
Forty years ago, the people of Tompkins County recognized the need for an organization that would champion
the protection and preservation of those historic places and spaces that make our community special. Historic
Ithaca has advocated for the preservation of the built environment and of rapidly vanishing historic landscapes
- including public buildings, private homes, bridges, neighborhoods, rural agrarian structures and parks - endur-
ing reminders of our past and a lasting legacy for future generations.
Preservation Quarterly, Historic Ithaca's newsletter, currently reaches over 1,000 subscribers each quarter, indi-
viduals and businesses devoted to protecting and celebrating the rich architectural heritage of our upstate
region. With the help of paid advertisers and sponsors, this publication could reach - and be - so much more.
Three sizes of advertising space are currently available:

1. Business Card: 3.5 x 2.0" for $100

2. Half-Page: 4.5 x 7.5" for $500

3. Full-Page: 7.5 x 9.5" for $900
A special discount is offered to those purchasing a year's worth (four issues) of advertising space:

Business Card ad in each issue: $340

Half-page ad in each issue: $1700

Full-page ad in each issue: $3000
To feature your business in Preservation Quarterly, complete the slip below and mail to: Historic Ithaca, 109 W.
State St., Ithaca, NY 14850. For more information on our rates please call (607) 273-6633 or email
jessica@historicithaca.org.
Eamn SR TR e e i = e e e e =
: Yes! I would like to advertise in Historic Ithaca’s Preservation Quarterly. (Please circle your choice below.) :
| Size: Business Card (3.5 x 2.07) I
! Frequency: 1 issue= $100 2 issues=$200 3 issues=$300 4 issues (full year)=$340 I
| GUENCY; 4 I
I Size Half page (4.5x 7.5”) |
: Frequency: 1 issue: $500 2 issues= $1,000 3 issues= $1,500 4 issues (full year)= $1,700 :
: Size: Full page (7.5 x 9.5”) :
I Frequency: 1 issue: $900 2 issues= $1,800 3 issues= $2,700 4 issues (full year)= $3,000 |
I I
| My check payable to Historic Ithaca is enclosed Please charge my credit card [
I I
| Name E-mail address I
I
| Address :
" Cecsann :
: Credit Card # 5 - - Expiration date / :
I : I
I Signature I
: Thank you for your support! :
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