Nut until landmark buildings began
dhmppmlng from the center'of Ithaca in the.
Iﬂﬁﬂ;l did the community think much about its
vmmhltictural beritage. But since then, acling
siﬂglv and in groups, its residents have won a -
~ series of battles to save-and adapt to new uses a
'.'_-u.i,gnlﬁtﬂnl number of old structures well known
o geheraiums of Ithacans and um&"iiui
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ioneers began settling the Ithaca aren after
an American colonial army drove Indians
from the bheadlands of Cayuga Lake in the
late 1700s. These cerly setilers located their
homes along the base of East Hill, Watcrpower from the
gorges encournged them and their successors to buikd
milis in the sgme vicinity, 5o that nearly from the owtset
the village grew up around what is now the cily's main
business distret,

In his book The Cormell Campus, Prof. K.C. Parsons
describes the community of the 1360s:

“Ithaca was then very like hundreds of other villages in
apstate New York: itz broad gridiron streeis lined wath
peat white Greck Revival houses and mure recent, less
stylish workmen's homes, vards fenced to Keep chickens
and livestock in and dogs out. Here aod there a maore pre-
tentions town house with s French mensurd roofl had
shouldersd its way inio the ranks. Goldwin Smith wrote
that there was scarcely u house that wore the aspect of
extreme poverty, though there were & pood many Lrsh,
‘There was a good deal of width in the place,” he said. “all
the dwellings fwerc] simple and the habits of their ownery
equally so."™
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Andrew D, White's recaollections weren™t guite 50 en-
thusizstic. He said-later of Ithaca “that it seemed the
place had ‘sprouted, borne fruit and gome to seed.™

The most notalde of the early Ithaca buildings was the
{Clinton Howse, opened about 1830 as one of the finest of
the “grand hotels™ west of the Hudson. Ezra Cornell re-
turned to Ithecs a wealthy man in the 1850s, investing in
a varicty of commercial ventures and in the 1860s gave
the community a public fbrary that bore his name. It
was an indication of a generosity that would lead him
shortly to endow Cornell University,

Floods and fires took their toll of dowstown bunldmgs.
The lthaca Hotel knew several incarnations before the
most tecent structure at State and Aurora Streets wis
built, afier fire had destroyed ity predecessor in 1871,
The original Clinton House was added onto, top and
rear, at the same time. A dramatic fire destroyed its top
floors in 1901, and a fewr years later fire demolished [tha-
ca Academy, diagonally scross the intersection of Cayuga
ind Seneca Sireets from the Clinton. Tn 1912 & new Ttha-
ca High School replaced the scademy on the same site.

The architecture of Ithaca came to be a mix of many
styles, The work of Comnell's. ficst student of Architec-




Early landmarks of downtown Ithaca, the Cornell Public Library and the Ithaca Hotel,
were said to have outlived their usefulness by the late 1950s. Both have been razed.

ture, Williamm Henry Miller ‘72, was soon to be seen
everywhere. He designed in brick and stone, often using
mansard roofs and towers to create French renaissance
effects. Among his best regarded suiccesses were the
former Congregational church at Sentca and Genéva
Streets, the Baptist church on Dewiti Park, the new Irha-
ca High School, and numerous Cornell buoildings and
homes for wealthy Ithacans up East Hill. All are siill
standing.

(Miller olso underiook the remodelling of a number of
odder buildings in the city. In expanding the Clinton
House in 1872 he left a three-foot dead space that per-
mitted the fire of 1901 to spread across the entire build.
ing in minuwtes. That was almost the only blemish on a
mecord that otherwise feft Ithaca and Corpell with many
distinguished buildings in a varlety of architectural
Styles.)

Ithaca's benefactor, Ezra Cornell, was all but wiped

out financially in the national panic of 1873, but mot be-
fore he had assured & solid start to his university. Over
the vears since, the university has provided an economic
stability 10 Ithaca that resulfed m the construction of
music halls and theaters in downtown Ithaca, and slbow-
ed hotels and rerail businesses along Stare Street to pros-
per.

But a century and more is a long time for buildings
with wood frame interiors to survive, and by the mid-
twentieth century age was beginning (o take itz toll in
cenira] Ithaca. This coincided with the emergence of the
federally subsidized program of Urban Benewal, an ap-
proach city fathers found sitractive in the 1960w

In the 19505, local fire officials said the 1866 Cornell
Public Libraty was no longer safe fo occopy; and o 1959
it was torn down. Few citizens grambled. Soon gas sta-
tions began to replace the big old homes near the cénter
of thie city. Next, the cost of renovating the 1344 City Hall
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other old buildings. After City Hall came down, a parking garage took its place.

became more than public officials would pay. The fiscal
incentives of Urban Henewal were almast all in the dizec-
tion of tearing down old buildings and replacing them
with mew, and in short order the 1871 Ithaca Hotel jeined
the list of structures marked for destruction.

This was the point in community life when a group of
resideats, many with Cornell connections, began fo feel
the need for organized resistance to (he trend to demoli-
fion. They banded together az Historic Ithaca and Tomp-
kins County, Inc.. now reforred to in the community as
simply Historic Ithaca.

Central to the early group were local busimess people
Agda Swenson Osborn "X and Mabel DeMotte; banker
A W. Chamberigin: Florenee Hoard, whose hasbaind wias
a faculty member; Elizabeth Locey Simpson ™34, a [cader
i community beautification efforts; amd Prol. Walier
Stainbon ‘19, speech and drama, president of the DeWitt
Historical Society in the county. A key figure in much of
their work since has been Prof. Stephen Jacobs, history of
archifecture, a national authority on historical preserva-
tion and president of Historic Ithaca for a number of

VEATS,
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At Historle Ithaca's organizational meeting in 1966, a
speaker from the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion tobd her avdiznce it should consider the fated City
Hall “a burnt offering.” But she unged lthacans fo con-
sider their fine old buildings an important part of the
community’s hertage, and saggested they make an in-
ventory of important and saveable buildings. At one
point she made a distinetion between historical and “hys-
terical™ preservation, and the frenzy of the next eight
YEArs was 10 raise o question st times ax to just what hal-
ance was in fact being struck between the two approaches
to preservation. ]

A first project of the young gproup was to identify the
significant [thace bulldings that were in greatest danger
of demolition. Four structurcs were agreed upon, all
within thres blocks of the center of the city: The Clinton
House, the former Ithacs High School, the sdministra-
tion building of Tthaca Collepe (since come o be known
as the Boardman House), and the century-old second
courthaise of Tompkins County.

Ezch had been allowed to deteriorale badly and each
wias being considered for sale, demolition, or both: The
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Clinton by its private owner, the sehool by the Board of
Education, and Boardman and the former courthouse by
Tompkind County, which was their landlord.

The leaders of Historic Tthaca soon learned how diffi-
cule it is to rajse money o renovate old buildings. The
cost of renovating and adapting old structures is hard for
builders to estimate accurately. particularly without a
clear idea of their ultimate uge. Donors and potential
tenants cannot be given firm cost figures, and banks will
not proovise loans until exact details of use, expense, and
income are available

This merry-go-round of indecision was mounted by
Historic Ithaca in 1972 when owner David Saperstone let
it be known 1o the community that he wanted to sell the
formerly grand, now shabby and sagging Clinton House,
Simce its reconstruction after the 1901 fire, 4 succession
of owners had pur money into the building, But in recent
years, relatively little had been done. When EliZabeth
Bogers wrote the booklet The Enduring Clintor House in
1970 she recorded that the building had at the time but
iz ekderly tEnants.

Saperstone was asking $200,000 for the Clinton. in the
abwenoe of which he proposed to demolish and replace &
with 2 small hotel or & gas station. Hisloric Ithaca’s lead-
ers when looking for buvers but could find none, They
sonm began negotizting for purchase themselves, with the
hope of adapting the 20.000 square feet for siores, a res-

taurant, and office space. In the meantime, the county
was poiscd to enter another series of tortuous delibera-
tipns over the Tate of Boardman House. Saperstone was
persuaded to wait until that was seithed. to permit His-
torie Ithaca 1o concentrate its efforts on just one old
building at a time.

Once that Boardman crisic was safely past, Historc
Ithaca tackled the Clinten House. Two months of deal-
ings ensued before Sapersione made what he termed a
final offer. He asked for a $30,000 down payment and
assumption of his mortgage of 355,000, and insisted oo
an . answer inoong wesk.

Between Junuary 5 and 15, 1973 fundraisers collected
pledges of 332,000 from individuals in the community,
The preservationists swallowed hard end made their de-
cigton. A month later Histori¢ Tthaca held title to a 140-
year-old landmark well bevond its prime of life.

The diversity of talent in Historic Ithaca soon became
epparent. One group went quickly to work raising funds
and secking temamts for Clinton House, and 2 second
started the thankless task of undoing decades of neglect
by refurbishing the massive building.

In the fore of both efforts were two recent Cornell
graduate students in fine arts, now making their livings
ay interior decorators, Consfance Sallonstall and ¥ic-
toria Romanoff. They had been living in a bam in New-
field that they were remodeling [May 1971 News|, and
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The long-suffering Clinton House
became a highly visible
symbol of community effort.

what they now accomplished in less than a year was no-
thing shovt of remarkable.

Together they organized, dirceted, and labored along-
side a small army of yolunteer and paid workers which in
less than ten months stripped the finish from, repaired,
and repainted or otherwise refinished meardy the entire
putside of the building, as well as its basement and first
floor. Climton Houwse was rendy for its ficst paying occu-
pant. the DeWitt Historical Society, which had agreed to
lease the two completed floors for ten vears at 320,000
annial rent, o howse the counly. miusewm.

To assure the community they were serious, the new
owners had gone right to wotk at the oufset on the sca-
brons fromt of the building. A crew of young painters
tackled the job, moving up the wall gradually as spring
tirned to summer, in the end completely covering s Face
with scaffolding. A Historic lthaca newsletter reported:

“Our putient painters, nnder the direction of John No-
vary, are repairing every crack, the “tin’ {all the “topside’
decoration is sheet metal) and stripping all the paint off
with a revolutionary technigne—caustic soda mixed with
commen corn starch and water slapped on the paint to
brew for a while. The resultant goo is washed off with
high powered hoses.

“Sometimes resembling the Ancient Mariner in ap-
pearance (yellow slickers . . . beards), six men work en-
thosiastically (they like the building!) cvery day. The
labor bill will run to 310,000 (2 bargain) and materials
will add amother $35.000."
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Meanwhile, inside, Saltonstall and Romanofl put to-
gether crews of electricians, plumbers, finish-strippers,
welders, concrete pourers, sheelrockers, and painters,
who cleaned vp the basement, repointed foundation
walls, poured new floors, and puat into shape the hotels
ancient hydraulic 1ift elevator. Clvil engineer Guostav Re:
quardt "09 of Baltimore had identificd the significance of
the elevator and its venernble mechanizm, which is now a
handsemely restored and spollighted feature of the
building. .

Housewives worked alongtide professionais n the
grimy-and sweaty heavy labor. Gretchen Sachse, an un-
employed PhD in classics, and other women demolished
an unneeded wooden rear wing to the building, A writer
noted that Sachse’s archaelogical training “lead her to
rescue artifacts of great interest and value which you oz [
might have sdded to the rubbish pile. As a result, we
have a good collection of letters, nails, botiles, pegs. ete.
which tell the story of the wing.™

Painter Larry Allen removed four layers of finish from
thie osk woodwork in the lobhy and left the space a show-
picce of the building. Carol Sisler, whose husband is &
Corpell professor and who is herself part-time executive
gectetary of Historic Tthaca, spent nearly fullime as 2
first floor painter. When some of the stamped tin panels
in the ceiling of the old first floor dining room proved Lo




be damaged beyond repair, Lowell Relland fashioned a
maold from which fibre glass replacement panels could be
formed.

Mrs. Sachse and her husband contributed more than
{ime to the project. She gave birth to a son in January
1973, end within & month he was her steady companion
at the work site, unofficial mascot of the renovation.

The crewy were a mix of crafismen and amateurs,
Tradesmen comtributed their dme at much less than
{heir going wage. One was described as “our Harvard
praduate electrician.” The chisf of the exterfor paint
crew had Teft by fall to begin archirectore study at Cor-
nell. All contributed in various ways. “As final backing,™
a Historie Ithava mewsletter nobed, *"the work crew ks pur-
chasing Mew York State lottery tickots,”

Asx 1974 biegan, the historical society was moving into
its rented museum quarters, an interior steel fire stairoay
was in the finishing stages, and work crews were moving

After a five fn J8TE b o dped Bnprer
Hlovrs of the oripimal Clinton House, o
etk focr ared pene foer were defded
{opposite pagel, but o dramaiic fire i
T80 i destrnved 18 top af the hofel,
Rebwilt and operoioad snder g sweeverion
of iwiers, (e Clistor hecane rirn-down
o the peard. Joa Teal Tndignity, O was
rrLsRamied {J'e:_-l'ﬂ i Rl .rl,gbil-.s'-. Afrer
Hisrorée Fikaed Bough the budding fas
Yodr, presevalionrsis vied for rhe lecuriar
af tearing dowa the sign, and sther
werrkemien Bepan the fob of Bringing back
Lt Clivrtan s exferior grandewr babieek

upstairs to complete upper floors for offices that could be
rented.

The first year had seen the new ownets spend 5127 000,
mostly on construction and materials, but including &
partial payment on property taxes. Although taxes are
not reguired of the enterprise 31 this poini, they are being
patid- s a matter of example and principle,

Money for the first year’s work had come from a vari-
ety of efforts of a finance commities under the chairman-
ship of a bank trust officer, Courtney Crawford, LLB 34,
Marion Grumman Phillips, wife of Ithaca College presi.
dent Ellis Phillips Jr., spesrheaded a solicitatiom of
foundations, which contribuied $X300) on top of
530,000 froon Phillips's own foundation. & sireet dance,
auctions, historic bailding towrs of the county, and other
fundraizing efforts added another $17, 700, Individieal
contributions provided the balance of 553,000 that went
to cover the first year's expenses,
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The Clmrom 5 east fece cheamed ind repaired, palners rosdrg
¢l osieids in gleaming white erd n Victoriar buifvellng,
Inside, Historie Trivaea 5 exrouimve seeyedinry Cannl Siolor (riphi
propares foapri 8 fteal cosd fo bk fTesd Toor dismg room cand
@ vourng workenns cleans the med kanfymt of the building s
hryelraufic-lR efevater. sinee made a highpotnt of iours of the
Climrons Howuse:

Among thi ttems sold and anctioned were the ongmnmi
tables, paneiling, and stained glass windows from the
venerated Dutch Kitchen, which Saperstone had brought
plong from ‘the Tthaca Hotel fhat hie formerly oonea,
when he bought the Clinton. They are now newly instatl-
ed two hlocks to the south on Cayuga Street th a Ramada
Inn that hos been built as pact of the city’s Urban He-
newal effort.

Hixtoric Ithaca also had the services of numerous
architects and professional consultants, and of Allan H.
Treman "21, an attorney-and a former trastee of Cormell
Liniversity.

The Irhaca Fournad scknowledped the signal accom-
plishment iavolved in saving the Clinton House when it
named Connie Saltonstall nnd Vicky Romanoff Ihaca’s
“women of the year” for 1973,

There was no letup in activity as the new year started.
Historie Clinton House (the original preservationist
group's new venture was now incorporated) announced a
$210,000 package of projects needed to complete renova-
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Today the repainted and partially renovated Clinton House is a shining example of
what private effort can accomplish in reclaiming ancient structures.

tion in 1974, 1o be raised from the sume three sounces o
funds tapped the year before: individuaks, foundations,
and fendraising evenls.

I'he sarme mix of paid and unpaid laborers woild be
pressed indo service, with only one slight change in the
crew. A winter: 1974 newsletier reporied, “Will Sachse,
the Clinton Hoose baby, marksd his first birthday on
Jununry 26 with” proper birthday cake and cheers from
the crow. He is a lively; lovely feliow though becoming 2
bit too mobile for the work being done’ pow,”

O the four local landmarks considerad at the outser by
Historic Ithaca o be most in danger of demalition, the
Clinton House had appeared af the time (o be. the least
threstened, The other three were owned by public bodies
with seomingly urgent deadlines of their own o meed. Be-
cldes, and mayvhe more impoartant in terms of significance
to the community;, the other three formed a border
around DeWitt Purk, a pleasant oasis of grass and trees
just two blocks from State Street.

Mozt hopelessoof all, at the start, appeared 1o be De-
Witt Junior High School, the former high' schoal. Siate
school-building subsidies rendered replacement Jess ex
pensive than repevation. (Similar fiscal incentives had
already cost the ity the Ithaca Hotel tn B968.)

A stale Urban Development Agency had been created
and was ot work in lthaca, Iis good offices were used 1o
conduact a study of community charitable organirations
which might be viable tenants for the 110,000 square fect
of space in the S5-yesr-old brick school building. Hut
paupers that they were, the various youwth and’ social
apencies provided no hope of paying the fréight for reno-
vation and for ‘the continuing expenses of the DeWitt
bailding.

I'me Board of Bducation pur DeWin on the market.
and attracted inthe end only one bid, S20.000, for a pro-
perty that had been carried unguestioningly on tax as-
sessment Tolls ar 52 milhon,

The sole bidder had been William Downing, an Ithaca
architect, and his wife Elaine Treman Downing "S0. They
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Current preservation efforts center around DeWitt Park, an island of green two
blocks from State Street and the only remaining open space in downtown Ithaca.

planned to convert the building for apartments, shops,
and offices.

Acrywent up rom-a small bat vocal segment of busi-
ness people and citizens, *'Robbery!™ they claimed, and
sel in motlen a serbes of delaying acfions and court tesis
that were to put the future of the building uader a cloud
for more than a year. The school boand was immediately
taken o court by Sapersione, who owned properties
aeross the strect from the scheol. He lost his vese, but kis
cause was picked up by another Ithacan, sincé become o
perpetual Idgant of the Ithaca school district, who went
into court again to challenge the sale to the Downings.
Vandals struck; reguiring a superiniendent to live in the
building earher than planned; and the court cases hung
pver the new owners' efforts to borrow money fof fenova.
thons.

A year-later the last court case was finally setiled, apd
the first apariments and stores were ready to be occu-
pied. That was Seprember 1972, Today, with all 48 apart-
ments and all 20 stores and offices rented, the venture 15
soclaimed a success by both owners and community.
Many of the tepants are older and retired Ithacans, in-
cluding school teachers who once taught in the building.
The stores are an exotie mix vaguely reminizcent of the
Larimer Square repovation in downtown  Denver—a
nntural food restagrant and men’s and woemen's clothing
stores, a natural food bakery, the offices of the American
Apricultarizi magazine, and a computer ficm,

Into the project went af least a half million dollars
worth of plumbing. partitions, new wiring, zoned heat-
g, amd hundreds of new wndow cagements. Downing
reputts the project will never make him rich, but is run-
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ning well in the black in s second year, and paying
$30.000 in taxes where once the community had at best
to comiemplate the property becoming a vacant lof or
another downtown parking lot.

With the sarth border of DeWitt Park saved, attention
moved to the remaining three sides of the half-biock arca
that as been a key clement of downiewn Hhaca for more
than a century. The west side was secured by privite re-
habilitation of two houses, One i the 1821 Halsey House,
builtin the Federal sryle and restored by two decorators
and antique dealers, Brian Nevin "50 and C.W. South-
wick. The other wesiside house is the American remiis-
sance Williams House, built in 1906 and restored by Ly-
man Fisher 28, MD 31 for his offices, (The county gov-




ernmeni also dedicated a new county public library on
the park’s west side in the late 1960s, successor o the de-
molished Cornell Public Library.)

The north side of the park comprises the Preshyterian
church, in no danger of demolition, and the 1854 Court
House, oldest Gothic Revival courthouse in the state. The
buikding was displaced as the seal of Tompkins County

Opposire page, the nortk aud v sdes of De Wit Park as seen
from an apariment in the converted figh schoct building mm the
park's soarth sddde, From lefi are the Preshpperion ehurch, the
O Couirt Mowse, the Baprint clarck, a parking loz for the new
Coaert How lai eoar), and ife emboitfed Boardman Hiise,

(I ppasite pape {befowl, o Koy feature af the Ofd Coat House is
i former cowrrmnd Wil served aontl faxl peor a1 40 iU
Archiiecs Williamn I Miler 72 putin this false ceding ban
pariier rvovanioe A S vee ol kiph scloed ex ' spprear
vesloiy, comveried io house POTEs, G oF, sn QRIS ke
the oitg ilence, which i merfior pears wax the sohool fbrare

government in 1932 with the construction of a new courts
and offices building. Since then the building has housed
the DeWitt Historical Society museum and various of-
fices, Time erpded the exterior of the structure, and
many in government thought it should be raceed. In the
riic-1960s, the county emploved a preservation architect
to mssess ks value and the cost of restoration. After much
hack -and-forth, the county decided to remaedel the build-
ing's grand Inns of Court original courtroom into a meet-
ing room for the county legislature, and otherwise to re-
furhish space for further use as offices. The federal gov-
ernment, which had placed the building on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1971, granted the county
§156, 000 toward an estimated $300.000-phus renovation
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expense. A declsion to start work s expected soomn.

The most bifter batthe remained to be fought over the
east side of DaWitt Park, the fate of which is siill in
doubi. The 18680 Baptist church st the northeast corner,
designed by William H. Miller, is secure for the time be-
ing, but the remainder of the east side had been made up
of formeer Ithaca Coflege buldings, sold to the couniy af-
ter the college’ relocated o South Hill in the 1960s.
Among the buildings is the one now known as the Board-
man Howee, after Judge Douglass Boardman, a irusiee
and first dean of Taw ai Cornell, for whom Boardman
Hall on the Comnell campus was named. Boardman
Hotige wax kept in uze afier Ithaca College moved put by
the enthusiasm of Howard Dillignham, retired president
of the collegs, and his arnist wife, the former Dorothy
King Hovt '31, who saw to it that the building served
temporarily as the college’s muscom of ar.

At first, the county planped 1o remodel the entire cal-
lege building complex into office space, bit cstimoics
came in-high. Plans for a new building on the same sire
glso proved too costly, and of unpopulsr design as well
County lawmakers next dicided bo demolish all of the
complex except for one cement biock building and the
1867 ltalianate style Boardoman Howse, while looking for
new building options.
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The decision to grant Boardman House 3 témporary
reprieve was influenced in significant part by a “Save
Boardman Howse™ l_'.]l'II:E,hE.i.Hn -:_:lrﬂa:l'l:i.md by micmbers of
Historic Ithaca. Bumper stickers, beneflt events, and a
variety of meetings and pablic statements went to -make
up the campaign. which cuiminated in the delivery of pe-
titions comiaining signatures of several thousand persons
asking the county 1o ret@in the buiding and find some
niwy wie for it

Efforts 1o find private buyers tor Boardman  proved
frumtless. A nomber of county officials felt public pros-
sure 1o save the building, whose extevior had deteriorated
badly. was unrealistic. Ithaca College and the county
cvacunsicd the building, and vandals immedintely smash-
e windoas and some of s intenor. Demdlition of sor-
ru_lﬂ.nding En.dihﬂ-il'm,r'!L Expl.rt&d xaﬁ!ll-éﬁ.f.: wim‘ll.'m :jq!ﬂ,‘.'niugi
and ugly connecting abutments: at the budding’s rear,
leaving for the time & helpless hulk at the southeast cor-
ner of DeWite Park. The county continued (o entestain
offers for purchase.

Several years after the county first began to consider
demolishing Boandman House, the City of Ithaca created
# Landmarks Preservation Conimission-and declared the
entive DeWitt Park area a historical zone. The ity and
eapnty went tnto court this winter ina dispute over whe-
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While Boardman House still stands as a relic of the unfinished fight to save DeWitt
Park, other projects in preservation continue elsewhere in Ithaca.

- ]

ther the county has to file for a demalition permit. Pri-
vate parties have by now all bat given ap hope of finding
a buyer,

Ironicaily, the success of other preservation efforts in
Ithaca has depleted the resources available to grodps and
individuals that might underfake renovation of Boand-
man, & project that has beéen caleulated to cost $100,000
or mare, Once the former high school at the south end of
the park was socure under the Downings’ ownership
some of the pressore to retain Boardman House as an

Boardman House i bodrided apairst further vamdalise.
Dvmraditior of adircens bunldings expored fs rear. A resfinnosl
el Bt renfad ok labora) replzce ofid fnler shods.

architeciural “frume” for the park was diminished. The
building that was an original rallving polnt for local pre-
servationists may shortly be lost. It has become, in a
gense, & symbol, possibly dus to become a second “barnt
offering”’ in the public and private efforis to retain the
gssence of an earlier Ithaca.

Formally orpanized preservationists have not been the
only savers of old buildings at work in the community
during the past decade. On their own, and more quietly,
both Cornell University and other private Interesis have
bieen adapting olkd buildings.

Relatively few academic buildings have been removed
on the Cornell campos since the institufion first started
construcling in the 1860s. All of the original faculiy cot-
tages have disappeared, and along with them the original
laboratory om the main quadrangle, Morse Hall. the Cid
Armory, and finally Boardman Hall. Boardman was in
design an extension of the University Library (now Uris
Library), both bulldings having been designed by Wil-
fiam Miller. Like its numesake downtown, it was an eatly
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focal point of Cornell preservationists, bat it came down
in 1959 to make way for Olin Library.

Prof. John Reps, MBP 47, city and regional plinning,
led a batle to save another Miller design, Barnes Hall,
when plans for 4 new Campus Store threatened it in the
1560s; Barnes still stands foday. hemmed io by ihe en-
Irance to the new enderground store on one side and

lin Hall on the other.

A second preservation batthe on campus was won when
President James A, Perkins acceded to alumng and facul-
ty prkssiire o save the former Andrew D, White house
[Dctober 1973 News] which is mow-a honie for humanities
stodies and fer the Society for the Humanitics.

Elzewhere in lthaca, the list of adapted Baildings is
considerable: In Collegetown, a formaer fire station 5 now
Db Moy 92 restaorant, and the Sheldon Cotrt student
residences are mow-offices and stores. Desmtown, the old
Creseent Theater i3 now office space; 8 former GLF of-
fice building has become the city jail and courts bauilding,
the former Eagles Lodge is a store and ‘office building,
Central School i 8 community: center, & former fratcrnal
ladee and funeral home i now & day center for the re-
tarded, and a former Fank and post office in'the center-of
ithe city howses a store and has for years been home to the
Cowmrell- Daily Sun:
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On East Hill the Henry Sage home has long sinee be-
come hage Hespital for the wniversity, and the old com-
mumily hospital on Qoarry Street, after serving as a col-
lesre stusient dermitory i now being remodeled info 3
domiciliary care home for the elderly.

Further fromy the center of the clly, the Lehigh Valley
Raifroad passenger terminal is now The Station restaor-
ant, old boathauses on the original Cayuga Inlet have be-
comie C¥de Porl Harbour Lid.. restaurant and boat rent-
als, and Sunny Gables, the former home of the late H.E.
Babeock: chairman of Cornell’s Board of Trastees in the
1940k, s now Turback's restzurant.

How much these many and diverse effors have drawn
for experience and example upon one ancther s impossi-
ble to measure, It issafe to say, though. that many forces.
political and cultural as well as economic, have contri-
baited.




The site of the Ithaca Hotel, soon to be filled by a shopping center and another

parking garage, has been a reminder since 1968 of the dangers of hasty demolition,

What lesions are other communities drawing from Itha-
ca's experience? Professor Stephen Jacobs, the architec-
tural historian at Cornell, sees the many Ithaca efforts as
combinitg the six main forces that can be brought to
bear to achleve historic preservation. In a monograph
titled “A Current View of Area Preservation,” he ex-
plains that both privaie and public effort is available
from each of thres levels: national, regional, and local.

Federal money i being used 1o repair Ithaca's Old
Court House, state and local government funds are help-
ing Clinton House (the local, through county funding of
the major tenant). Some private national funds have
fiowed to wark on the Clinton Hoase, private local funds
made possible the saving of the former school building.

Federal “landmark™ and “historic places” listing has
recognized a number of the key old bulldings in Ithaca,
which helped in obtaining federal and state funds for
their adaptive restoration. (In the second administration
of President Nixon, however, a number of ambitious re-
aewal programs launched by the federal government in
the mid-1960s have been siripped of funds and will not
be available for the Future.)

Tompkins County's city and’ county governmenis are
still fecling their way towsnd & concerted policy of land-
mark preservation., The first magor effort is o be g coun-
fywide inventory of buildings aml places worthy of fecog-
nition and profection. The cily’s landmarks commission
and its use of historical Zoning are only now being tested
in the courts to defermine whether their procedires are
enforceable.

The ripple effect of private preservafiomst efforts in
the city was felt in the neighboring township of Danhy
thiz March when the town government sought to aban-
don its leaking, rundown 1826 Town Hall in favor of a
rectangular cement bloek replacement. Town voters de-
feated the proposal resoundingly, primarly on the issoes
of history, economy, and sesthetizs. Vacant Urban Re-
newal lots in the business section of Ithaca ksell still give
downiown Ithaca something of the effect of a wasteland.
But in the long list of private and semi-public buildings
adapted to modern uses, the community in and around
Ithaca has evidenced 3 growing awareness af the worth of
récycling the best parts of its pasi.
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