Nut until landmark buildings began
dhmppmlng from the center'of Ithaca in the.
Iﬂﬁﬂ;l did the community think much about its
vmmhltictural beritage. But since then, acling
siﬂglv and in groups, its residents have won a -
~ series of battles to save-and adapt to new uses a
'.'_-u.i,gnlﬁtﬂnl number of old structures well known
o geheraiums of Ithacans and um&"iiui
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ioneers began settling the Ithaca aren after
an American colonial army drove Indians
from the bheadlands of Cayuga Lake in the
late 1700s. These cerly setilers located their
homes along the base of East Hill, Watcrpower from the
gorges encournged them and their successors to buikd
milis in the sgme vicinity, 5o that nearly from the owtset
the village grew up around what is now the cily's main
business distret,

In his book The Cormell Campus, Prof. K.C. Parsons
describes the community of the 1360s:

“Ithaca was then very like hundreds of other villages in
apstate New York: itz broad gridiron streeis lined wath
peat white Greck Revival houses and mure recent, less
stylish workmen's homes, vards fenced to Keep chickens
and livestock in and dogs out. Here aod there a maore pre-
tentions town house with s French mensurd roofl had
shouldersd its way inio the ranks. Goldwin Smith wrote
that there was scarcely u house that wore the aspect of
extreme poverty, though there were & pood many Lrsh,
‘There was a good deal of width in the place,” he said. “all
the dwellings fwerc] simple and the habits of their ownery
equally so."™
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Andrew D, White's recaollections weren™t guite 50 en-
thusizstic. He said-later of Ithaca “that it seemed the
place had ‘sprouted, borne fruit and gome to seed.™

The most notalde of the early Ithaca buildings was the
{Clinton Howse, opened about 1830 as one of the finest of
the “grand hotels™ west of the Hudson. Ezra Cornell re-
turned to Ithecs a wealthy man in the 1850s, investing in
a varicty of commercial ventures and in the 1860s gave
the community a public fbrary that bore his name. It
was an indication of a generosity that would lead him
shortly to endow Cornell University,

Floods and fires took their toll of dowstown bunldmgs.
The lthaca Hotel knew several incarnations before the
most tecent structure at State and Aurora Streets wis
built, afier fire had destroyed ity predecessor in 1871,
The original Clinton House was added onto, top and
rear, at the same time. A dramatic fire destroyed its top
floors in 1901, and a fewr years later fire demolished [tha-
ca Academy, diagonally scross the intersection of Cayuga
ind Seneca Sireets from the Clinton. Tn 1912 & new Ttha-
ca High School replaced the scademy on the same site.

The architecture of Ithaca came to be a mix of many
styles, The work of Comnell's. ficst student of Architec-




Early landmarks of downtown Ithaca, the Cornell Public Library and the Ithaca Hotel,
were said to have outlived their usefulness by the late 1950s. Both have been razed.

ture, Williamm Henry Miller ‘72, was soon to be seen
everywhere. He designed in brick and stone, often using
mansard roofs and towers to create French renaissance
effects. Among his best regarded suiccesses were the
former Congregational church at Sentca and Genéva
Streets, the Baptist church on Dewiti Park, the new Irha-
ca High School, and numerous Cornell buoildings and
homes for wealthy Ithacans up East Hill. All are siill
standing.

(Miller olso underiook the remodelling of a number of
odder buildings in the city. In expanding the Clinton
House in 1872 he left a three-foot dead space that per-
mitted the fire of 1901 to spread across the entire build.
ing in minuwtes. That was almost the only blemish on a
mecord that otherwise feft Ithaca and Corpell with many
distinguished buildings in a varlety of architectural
Styles.)

Ithaca's benefactor, Ezra Cornell, was all but wiped

out financially in the national panic of 1873, but mot be-
fore he had assured & solid start to his university. Over
the vears since, the university has provided an economic
stability 10 Ithaca that resulfed m the construction of
music halls and theaters in downtown Ithaca, and slbow-
ed hotels and rerail businesses along Stare Street to pros-
per.

But a century and more is a long time for buildings
with wood frame interiors to survive, and by the mid-
twentieth century age was beginning (o take itz toll in
cenira] Ithaca. This coincided with the emergence of the
federally subsidized program of Urban Benewal, an ap-
proach city fathers found sitractive in the 1960w

In the 19505, local fire officials said the 1866 Cornell
Public Libraty was no longer safe fo occopy; and o 1959
it was torn down. Few citizens grambled. Soon gas sta-
tions began to replace the big old homes near the cénter
of thie city. Next, the cost of renovating the 1344 City Hall

MAY BT W B







































